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one premises inspected and 97 sprinkled; 18 faucets put in water bar- 
rels. The oiling of the entire city was completed to-day. During 
the progress of this work 3,425 water barrels were oiled. The work 
will be continued with the object of covering the city a second time. 
The disinfecting of empty houses and public buildings will now be 
undertaken. Maximum temperature 80, minimum 48. New Laredo 
reports 2 new cases and no deaths. No new cases at Minera and Con- 
nel. The situation is very gratifying. 

GtTITERAS. 

Laredo, Tex., October 27, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

New cases 8, old cases discovered 15, making a total of 23 reported. 
Twelve houses disinfected, with 245 rooms. This includes the 
Hotel Hamilton. Two hundred and eighty-four containers, 56 exca- 
vations, and 94 premises oiled. One hundred and ninety-two prem- 
ises inspected, 23 faucets put in barrels. Sixty-one barrels crude 
oil sprinkled on vacant lots and intervening streets, covering 70 city 
blocks. Maximum temperature 77, minimum, 47. No cases at Minera 
or Connel. Over six days have elapsed since the thorough disinfec 
tion of Minera by Goodman without new cases. The epidemic evi- 
dently stamped out. New Laredo reports 4 new cases and no deaths. 

GlXITERAS. 

Laredo, Tex., October 28, 1903. 
Wyman, W ington: 

New cases 6, old cases discovered 9, total reported to-day 15; 
deaths 5. Twenty-seven houses disinfected with 87 rooms. One hun- 
dred and twenty-seven containers and 51 excavations oiled. Sixty- 
seven premises sprinkled, 31 inspected. Fourteen faucets put in water 
barrels. Thirty-one barrels of crude oil sprinkled on vacant lots and 
intervening streets. Maximum temperature 81, minimum 57. Heavy 
rain last night covering large areas with water. Quarantine between 
the two Laredos raised to-day for immunes. No report from New 
Laredo or Minera. Connel continues free from the disease. 

Guiteras. 

Disinfecting methods used in fighting yellow fever at Laredo. 

Laredo, Tex. , October 23, 1903. 

Sir: As directed in Bureau letter of October 17, I have the honor 
to make the following brief report upon the character and application 
of the disinfecting material, etc. , used in screening houses in the sup- 
pression of the present epidemic of yellow fever: 

The term "disinfecting material" includes evenijiing utilized in 
the prevention of the spread of yellow fever, based upon a complete 
acceptance of the fact that the mosquito is the only means of trans- 
mitting the disease. It therefore includes disinfecting material, as 
usually understood, such as sulphur, pyrethrum, etc., and also lum- 
ber for screening purposes, mosquito and wire netting, oil, wooden 
faucets, etc. 

The methods instituted are as follows: There are three screening 
and five disinfecting crews. When a suspicious or positive case of 
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yellow fever is reported, a screening crew is at once sent to the house, 
with a cart containing the necessary material, and the patient is imme- 
diately screened — the carpenters putting in ready-made screen doors 
or windows, or, when these are not available, making them on the 
spot. Where screening is impossible or impracticable, the patient is 
placed under a mosquito bar. The disinfecting crew follows imme- 
diately after the screening crew and disinfects that pail of the house 
not occupied by the patient. On the conclusion of this disinfection 
the patient, if able to be moved, is transferred to one of the disinfected 
rooms and his room disinfected. 

All water containers in a house are covered with oil, and faucets 
inserted in the barrels of drinking water. 

Sulphur and pyrethrum are used in disinfection, the former where 
there is no danger of injury to the contents of the room, the latter 
where such injury may be apprehended. Where pyrethrum is used 
care is taken to sweep the room, so as to collect all the mosquitoes that 
may have been simply stunned by the fumes of the powder. In the 
disinfection large quantities of paper strips are used in order to make 
the rooms air-tight. In some of the houses it is necessary to paper 
almost the entire building. 



Respectfully submitted. 
The Surgeon-General. 



G. M. GUITERAS. 



SAN ANTONIO. 

Washington, October 22, 1903. 
Murray, San Antonio, Tex. : 

I quote from letter from Assistant Surgeon-General Geddings 
received to-day from Paris: "Doctor Roux tells me Pasteur Institute 
Commission has absolutely settled upon the mosquito as a sole agent in 
the dissemination of yellow fever." Use this as you see fit. 

Wyman. 

(Similar message sent to Assistant Surgeon Lumsden, El Paso, and 
Assistant Surgeon Ebersole, Houston, Tex.) 

San Antonio, Tex., October 22, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington : 

Your telegram 22d received; published to-morrow. Have seen five, 
four positive, one pneumonia. State quarantine proclaimed by Tabor 
in accedence to Texas counties and New Orleans for mails and freights. 
Boards are in earnest as to mosquito and prompt reports of cases. 
People left here will have to camp unless towns will admit them. 

Murray. 

San Antonio, Tex., October 23, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

One case in city, 1 in Fort Sam Houston; inspected all day with 9 
doctors. Evidently some cases are not mentioned for fear of offend- 
ing patrons. Large mass meeting this forenoon proffering aid, moral 
cause; in fact, to local boards it was a soul-stirring and confidence- 
inspiring affair. Murray must go to Laredo to treat Doctor Garrett 
and Doctor McGregor. 

Murray. 
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San Antonio, Tex., October®?,, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 
Arrived San Antonio, address Hotel Menger. 

Eiohaedson. 

San Antonio, Tex., October %h 1903. 
Wyman, Washington : 

Governor's proclamation of yesterday quarantines entire State 
against San Antonio. To date have been 9 cases reported with 3 
deaths. There are undoubtedly unreported and unrecognized cases. 
One case at Fort Sam Houston declared yesterday. Local board has 
divided city into 31 sanitary districts and proposes to make daily house- 
to-house inspections, screening all febrile cases found. Disinfection 
mail, freight, and baggage leaving here required by governor's proc- 
lamation. No tickets being sold to Texas or Louisiana points. Trains 
pass through without stopping. Stegomyia apparently not plentiful. 
Much local interest in mosquito extermination. Weather quite cool. 

ElCHAKDSON. 

Washington, October U, 1903. 
Richardson, Hotel Menger, San Antonio, Tex.: 

Telegraph daily and send maximum daily and minimum night 
temperature. 

Wyman. 

San Antonio, Tex., October U, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

One case, 1 death reported to-day; minimum temperature last night, 
46°; maximum yesterday, 74°. Cooler possibly. Frost predicted 
to-day. 

Richardson. 

San Antonio, Tex., October 25, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

One case, no death official report to-day. Temperatures last twenty- 
four hours, 76° maximum, 40° minimum. House-to-house inspection 
not yet in general operation. No frost last night. 

Richardson. 

San Antonio, Tex., October W, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

By request Doctor Tabor, I accompany him to Cuero, Tex., to-day to 
see suspected cases. Will return here to-night. 

Richardson. 

San Antonio, Tex., October 26, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington.: 

One case, same reported yesterday; no death. Official report to-day 
temperatures last twenty-four hours, 44° and 76°. Colder predicted 
to-night. 

Richardson. 
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San Antonio, Tex., October 26, 1903. 
Wtman, Washington, D. C. : 

Returned from Cuero. Saw with Doctor Tabor 2 cases yellow fever 
in Dewitt County, on ranch 11 miles north of Cuero. Held necropsj r 
on third case at same house. Finding typical. Several stegomyise 
seen in house. Infection probably through mild case from Laredo. 
Do not fear spread; 2 miles to nearest house. 

Rich arson. 

San Antonio, Tex., October 37, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

No cases; no deaths reported to-day. Temperature last twenty-four 
hours 44 and 74. 

Richardson. 

San Antonio, Tex., October 28, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

No cases; no deaths reported to-day. Temperature last twenty-four 
hours 52 and 74. 

Richardson. 

SUSPICIOUS CASES IN MEDINA COUNTY. 

Houston, Tex., October 20, 1903. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit for consideration, with regard to 
the situation in San Antonio and Medina county, the following his- 
tory of suspicious cases which have occurred there, the details being 
furnished by Health Officer Brumby, of this city, who was over the 
ground a few days since. 

The first case, that of Mrs. , a nurse, and mother-in-law of one 

Sylvester Rimero, was taken sick suddenly with fever at the house of 
Rimero. After the lapse of ten or twelve days the other inmates of 
the house were taken sick suddenly, first one Gonzales, then Rimero's 
wife, next his child, and lastly Rimero himself, all developing a fever 
in quick succession. All had similar symptoms, viz, high fever, sub- 
siding in three or four days, and this followed by a secondary fever, 
or, as they say, a relapse. 

Upon the third or fourth day of his illness the man Gonzales went 
to San Antonio by train and was admitted to hospital. He wrote to 
the other members of the household to come to the hospital. Rimero's 
wife died before receipt of Gonzales's letter, but Rimero started with 
his child in a wagon for San Antonio. The child died en route, but 
Rimero reached the hospital and was admitted in a delirious condition. 
I am informed by Doctor Brumby that he saw this man October 9, ten 
days after his admission to hospital, and that he noticed some bronzing 
of patient's skin with a yellowish tint of the conjunctivae, but not know- 
ing patient's previous history at that time did not investigate further. 
This patient was again seen by Doctor Brumby, I am informed, on 
the 14th instant, upon his return to San Antonio, at which time he 
elicited the above facts with regard to patient's history, and also found 
slight albuminuria upon examining patient's urine, and noticed some 
congestion of the conjunctivae remaining. 

From a search of the files of the local papers I found a reference in 
one of them to the admission of one Rimero to hospital on the 29th 
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ultimo. From the history given, these patients lived about 18 or 20 
miles from San Antonio, west, near the line of the Southern Pacific. 
In view of the present reports from Hondo and San Antonio, I 
would respectfully submit the history of these cases for consideration, 
with due acknowledgment to Health Officer W. M. Brumby, of this 
city, for the main details of the cases which were furnished me upon 
his return to the city on the 18th instant. 
Respectfully, 

R. E. Ebersole, 

Assistant Surgeon. 
The Surgeon-General. 

Inspection service, Mexican border, Eagle Pass, lex. 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Hume reports as follows: 



[Transactions for week ended — 



Oct. 3. 



Oct. 10. Oct. 17. 



Number of passengers inspected 

Number of persons held 

Number of Pullman cars fumigated 

Number of pieces of baggage fumigated . 



23(1 
3 
7 



217 
2 
7 

(I 



227 



Inspection service at El Paso. 
Passed Assistant Surgeon Lumsden reports, October 17, as follows: 

Transactions for the week ended October 17, 1903. 

Mexican Central passengers inspected 183 

Mexican immigrants inspected 68 

Inspection of Mexicans imported in bond for labor in Sonora, Mexico 27 

Disinfection soiled linen imported for laundry pieces. . 354 

Report of train inspection at laredo, Tex. 
Surgeon Guiteras reports as follows: 

Week ended October 10, 1903. 

Trains inspected 7 

Passengers inspected 32 

Persons returned to Mexico 4 

Pullman cars disinfected 7 

Steamship Adato from Bio de Janeiro held at Savannah for 
disinfection. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Linley reports from Savannah, October 
17, 1903, as follows: The British steamship Adato, twenty -four days 
from Rio de Janeiro via St. Lucia for orders, arrived in Tybee Roads 
for orders yesterday, and was subsequently ordered to Savannah. 
There was no sickness aboard at Rio or during the voyage, and all 
hands were well on arrival. The vessel is now undergoing, in Tybee 
Roads, a preliminary fumigation to kill rats, on the completion of 
which she will be brought to the station for redisinfection of deck 
houses and disinfection of dunnage, and, unless I am otherwise in- 
structed, she will then be detained five days for observation. 



